Peckforton Parish Meeting

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish held at 19:00 on Tuesday  9th December 2025, at  Peckforton and Beeston Village Hall.
13th December 2025

1. Apologies for absence. Cllr. James Pearson of Cheshire East Council ,Mike and Hilary Watson, Penny and Andrew Shearer, Jo and Alan Parsons, Jane Roberts, Alison Barlow, Richard Evans.
2. Declaration of interests – Officers are to declare any interests under the following categories: - pecuniary, outside body, family, friend or close associate.   None
3. Declaration of interests – Residents may if they wish declare any interests under the following categories: pecuniary, outside body, family, friend or close associate. It would be helpful if any attendees at the meeting who are not entitled to vote at a Parish Meeting were to make themselves known to the Clerk.   None
4. Approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on 2nd September 2025. Approved
5. Chairs Report :-
a. Road Speed Issue in Peckforton.  
As reported to everyone via the mailing list we had a very good meeting with Highways to review the Speed Management Matrix for lowering the speed through Peckforton to 40mph. The Chair passed on thanks to Jane Roberts, Andrea Percival, Jacquie North and Nick Haigh for their support not only in going through the assessment prior to the meeting, but also for their attendance on the day.
Overall, the meeting with Highways was positive.  
· To get on the approval list of projects that CEH will consider for their next budget period (2026), we needed to score more than 55 and ideally more than 60. 
· Last time the assessment was done in 2023, we scored 37. This time we scored 66 and the result was Buoyed in no small measure by the number of speed incident reports that have been submitted to CEH. – The community has averaged 4/month since March ’24 and this alone added 20 to the score. Other additions came from:-
· Support from Local Councilor – (mail from James Pearson) + 5
· Support from local MP Aphra Brandreth +2 
· Other organisations – Village Hall and PPM Speed Subgroup +5
· We also asked that Highways give consideration to: -  
· The fact that although we are no longer on a bus route we do have 2 school buses running twice daily through the village (+2)
· The following could be considered Tourist attractions (+1)
· Peckforton and Beeston Castle
· Buzzard and Elephant/Castle Statue (Inglish Heritage Listed)
· Wetlands
· Peckforton sits on the Sandstone Trail
· It’s the home of the Wesley and Peckforton Oak trees
· Number of events through the village – trail running, cycling, car rally’s…
· The chair reported that he understood that CEH would finalise projects for 2026 by the end January, and we should know by mid-end February whether Peckforton has been successful. It’s not a foregone conclusion, as CEH budgets are tight and there are a number of similar requests from across Cheshire East. 
		The Chair reiterated that it remains very important (particularly to end January) that we continue to 
 		raise and submit speed related incidents.
b. Cheshire Police Cluster Group update – Following The Chair’s attendance at the Cluster meeting, The Clerk has written to the Police and Crime Commissioner to ask that the local PCSO  presence Sharon Jones is maintained, after the threat that the number of rural PCSOs may be dramatically reduced. See Appendix 1 for the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s response. 

c. Update on the United Utilities Vyrnwy Aqueduct Modernisation Programme (VAMP).
The project as it relates to Vyrnwy pipeline installation is completed. 
i. The chair was pleased to report that UU had honoured their offer to resurface the Village Hall Carpark and all agreed this has been a great improvement. The Chair has written to those involved at UU to pass on the village’s thanks and the meeting reiterated thanks to UU for their help and support. 
d. Peckforton Estate - Land/Area Maintenance
i. The Chair reported that the routine maintenance program is going well with  Stuart doing a good job of staying on top of areas. Further to the resurfacing of the carpark, there will be some additional maintenance required to maintain this and it has been agreed that this will be co-funded by the Parish and the Village Hall. The Chair passed on thanks to the VH Committee for their support.
ii. Fencing – The car park, Quarry Bank and the section joining QB to the carpark are now all complete. There remains one section of fencing to do, namely to replace the handrail from the carpark to the Village Hall. The Chair confirmed we have sufficient funds to cover the cost of the materials for this section but we will need to sort a working party to do this in the spring. The  Chair thanked everyone who had given up their time voluntarily to support the working parties doing the fencing. The meeting agreed it was a huge improvement.
iii. Sheds on Quarry Bank – The Chair confirmed that another of the residents of Quarry Bank is taking on the end units and will be refurbishing these in the spring. Once again, the Chair confirmed that the Estate has agreed these units will only be offered to residents of QB as they are impacted most by traffic coming and going and that they can only be used for domestic storage, not business.
iv. Tree planting/maintenance - We have asked the Estate that trees that have not ‘stood the test of time’ be replaced. Charlotte Heath has confirmed that it is included in Scottish Woodlands planned work and that they have a window between now and the end of March/April to tidy, spray regrowth, and replant where some trees have not grown. 
v. Gravel Pile behind The Barns 
On behalf of the residents of The Barns the Chair reported that quite a bit of work has been done, initially to get to the bottom of which farm had stored it there and also to try and get some action in respect of reducing its impact on the community and views. At the time of the meeting the Chair confirmed:-
1. It was handed over to Castleside Farm by United Utilities and Castlegate have signed the necessary paperwork to confirm they have accepted it.
2. United Utilities believe they have exercised their responsibilities in terms of what needed to be done to hand this over and therefore it is a Farm/Estate matter
3. We have approached the farmer at Castlegate (via the Estate) raising concerns about the visual impact and safety of the pile, to ask essentially what his plans were for this, and also to ask if it could be reduced in scale to have less of an impact on the environment/view. 
4. The response (via the Estate) essentially indicated the farmer hadn’t got any immediate plans that would either use it or reduce it in size.
5. In response to a petition being raised by residents of The Barns, at the time of the meeting the Chair indicated he was in discussion with both the Estate and UU to try and arrive at a solution that worked for all. All parties were taking the matter seriously.

The Chair was thanked for all his time and effort spent trying to resolve the issue of the mound of waste near to the Peckforton Hall Barns.

e. The Elephant and Castle Planning has been approved and the project is expected to go ahead, with the plan being to move it further down the garden, which may involve taking apart and re-building the Castle.
f. Remembrance and Christmas decorations in the Village. The Parish Meeting has purchased a female figure to add to the male figure that the Parish Meeting bought last year. The Chair shared with the meeting a picture of a location where he had observed poppies being planted around a village memorial and suggested it may be something to consider for Peckforton. It was agreed to try to hold an event tied to Remembrance 2026 to involve children, so that the history of Remembrance day is carried on to the next generation..
The Christmas tree is in place. The feedback on the Peckfortonians WhatsApp group has  been massively positive this year about the Christmas Tree in the Village. 
Particular thanks to Claire Darlington and her husband Paul for sourcing and delivering the tree at a very reasonable price and to Nick Haigh, Colin Satham, Mark Salmon and Stuart Murphy for their help putting it up.
The Parish meeting is to buy a new timer to reduce the running hours of the lights on  the tree and improve battery life.
g. Acorns to Oaks This meeting was a great success, many thanks to Stephen and Katherine Hutchinson for their guidance, and to Jane Roberts for organising it. Please see below for a map and some advice about how to grow acorns.
h. Oak Tree at entrance to Bank Cottages. 
CEH have been out and inspected it, they are happy with it as I stands but have added it to their annual list of trees they will inspect going forward.
6. To receive the Clerk’s report, including any planning matters that come to hand, and discuss the level of Precept to be requested of Cheshire East Council for 2026-2027. Note that the Precept for 2025-2026 was £ 3,300. It is proposed that an additional 10% is requested, to give a precept of £ 3,630 for 2026-2027. Agreed unanimously.
7. The Chairman of the Parish Meeting will give an opportunity for members of the public to bring matters of     interest to the meeting.  Please note that any such matters will be dealt with under the provisions of the Parish Meeting’s Standing Orders adopted on 15th July 2021.  -  There were no other matters raised
8. There was a little discussion about an advertising hording that had appeared in the village, but which has now been removed.




Appendix 1 – Email from the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner

Dear Clerk and Chair,
 
Thank you for your recent correspondence on the subject of the internal consultation that the Constabulary is carrying out with its PCSOs.
 
As this is an operational decision it is a matter for the Chief Constable and whilst the consultation is ongoing you will appreciate that it is inappropriate for this office to comment on the specifics.
 
However, what I can say is this is part of early budget conversations in preparation for the 26/27 financial year and is only one element of a much wider budget planning discussion for next year. At this point, we cannot say the number of PCSOs that are affected as that work is still ongoing and will be concluded in the new year as part of the budget setting process. 
 
You may be aware that the Commissioner made an announcement in April 2025 about an additional £3m of funding from government to enhance neighbourhood policing. At that point, Cheshire had 251 dedicated public servants in neighbourhoods working as Inspectors, Sergeants, Officers and PCSOs. The budget we are discussing forecasts 326 people working in neighbourhoods as Inspectors, Sergeants, Officers and PCSOs. The precise number of PCSOs as a part of that mix is yet to be decided.  The Commissioner is keen that residents know that he is committed to delivering his promise as set out in the police and crime plan of ensuring a named PC or PCSO for every ward in Cheshire. He also wants it to be made clear, that neighbourhood policing in Cheshire is being strengthened.
 
The Commissioner will be holding the Chief Constable to account in this area and will continue to scrutinise how community policing is delivered. Additionally, because of the increase in policing numbers he has also requested a review of the 122 wards of the current neighbourhood policing model.
 
Once the Government announces the funding settlement in late December, the Commissioner will be consulting with partners and the public on his finalised budget proposals before submitting his precept recommendation to the Police and Crime Panel in early February. Following consideration by the Panel, the outcome will be communicated to all partners and residents in Cheshire.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any further queries on this matter.
 
Damon Taylor | Chief Executive | Office of the Police & Crime Commissioner






Planting Oak trees in hedges- main points – From Katherine Hutchinson

Choose the acorns you would like to plant if you have a particular parent tree in mind- or dig up new oak seedlings if you have lots in your lawn/garden and don’t mind which tree they come from.
If starting with acorns DON’T LET THEM DRY OUT, check they SINK (Floating ones don’t usually grow)
Plant them somewhere they will get cold, stay moist but not sodden and not be accessible to mice and squirrels over winter (EG outside in the ground or in a plant pot).
In the early summer take the seedlings which have grown and transplant them into the ground in a place they can be ignored for 3-4 years and then dug up (so no important tree or shrub roots in the area) Plant at least 20cm apart in a row (30-40cm between rows) so that you have room to get a spade between when digging them up. Trees kept in pots tend to grow much slower, and tend to dry out and die in the summer, also the pots are not deep enough so the roots easily curl round and need cutting off at planting.
Leave them alone until they are around 60-100cm tall (don’t worry if they have bifurcated- or aren’t quite straight that will sort at planting)
When you are ready to plant your trees- look for a gap in a hedge where:-
1. You have permission to plant your tree
1. There are no overhead cables
1. Not next to any land drains you (or the farmer) know about
1. At least 12 long paces from the nearest large (or potentially large) tree.
Dig up your tree on a pleasant day in December or January for best; although February will do the trees don’t do quite as well. The roots are often roughly as deep as the tree is high.
Put the roots into a large polythene bag IMMEDIATELY, as we find very little soil tends to adhere to oak roots, so they dry out easily.
Go to where you plan to plant your tree and dig a square section hole deep enough to take the whole length of the roots (Which tend to be few and grow downwards) Do not be tempted to scrunch up the roots, if you cannot dig the hole deep enough then cut off the bottom of the root to fit (Though obviously this is not best, it is better than scrunching up roots)
If the soil is so sandy it could be a sand pit I tend to make the hole bigger at the bottom and add a bit of leaf-mould compost if you have it, mixed in with the bottom soil with a fork, but with all normal soil (Even if light and sandy) I just put the soil back so that the roots are happy to leave the planting hole.
Put in a tree stake (I buy 8’ stakes and get them from Richard Reeves for around £3.50 each) and bang it down a couple of inches to hold it initially. You want it to be around 50cm into the ground once you have filled up the hole to ground level.
Water in the tree with 5-10 litres of water as you fill up the hole (It is fine if the planting hole is a bit soggy at this stage, you want to make sure the soil is all round the roots without touching the roots more than you have to, which adding plenty of water achieves)
Once your tree is planted, cut off any bifurcated branches even if this means cutting off half of the tree. If not bifurcated then cut off a few lower branches. (The roots will then cope with the transplanting well and these tree tend to do better than other that have not had some branches cut off)
If the trunk is very kinked you can straighten it by taping the trunk to a piece of bamboo cane- but don’t forget to take it off after about 6 months.
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