Peckforton Parish Meeting
Minutes of a Parish Meeting held on 12th May 2026, at  Peckforton and Beeston Village Hall.

18th August 2026

The Parish Meeting welcomes attendance by members of the public, but note that attendees who are not electors in the parish will not be able to vote at this meeting. 
Please contact the Clerk, Chris Jones at peckfortonparishclerk@gmail.com with any queries.

Agenda – May 2026  Parish Meeting 
The meeting opened at 19:12, following the Annual Parish Meeting

1. Apologies for absence. Apologies were received from Jane Roberts  
In attendance were  Mandy Salmon, Lesley Dyer, Jimmy Rae, Tony and Jackie Ennion, Louise Towers,  Nick Haigh, Jack and John Hughes, Mike Watson, Penny Shearer.
2. Declaration of interests – Officers are to declare any interests under the following categories: - pecuniary, outside body, family, friend or close associate.    None
3. Declaration of interests – Residents may if they wish declare any interests under the following categories: pecuniary, outside body, family, friend or close associate. It would be helpful if any attendees at the meeting who are not entitled to vote at a Parish Meeting were to make themselves known to the Clerk. None
4. Approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on 10th March 2025.  The minutes of the previous meeting were unanimously approved.
5. Chairmans Report. Members of the Parish gave a round of applause and offered a vote of thanks from all for the Chair’s hard work over the last year.
The Chair highlighted the main areas of focus in 2025/2026 as follows:-
· The road speed through Peckforton
· Continuing to work with and build the relationship with the Estate
· Improving the local environment
· Community involvement and programs
· Conclusion of the Unted Utilities program
· Increasing Parish Funds
Taking each in turn
1. Speed Issue in Peckforton.  The Chair reported that the Meeting had received a non-committal response from Cheshire East. The Parish has received a score for the assessment for the need for a speed limit of 66. The Parish Meeting was  firmly of the belief that the Village was to be assessed in 2025-2026 and that successful requests would be confirmed in January, this was later moved to March 2026 then April 2026 and finally in May (just ahead of the Parish Meeting), we were advised that the scheme for Peckforton would now be assessed relative to other schemes raised in 2026. This being contrary to what the Parish had been lead to believe by Cheshire East, the Chair has requested a meeting with Highways to understand exactly where matters stand, and to understand what we need to do to continue to push for this. It was suggested by Mike Watson that the Parish Meeting bring this up with Aphra Brandreth and James Pearson of Cheshire East, and consider a petition and other activities. The Chair agreed to take these maters forward and to continue to push Cheshire East for a clear response on the matter.
2. Peckforton Estate
The Chair was pleased to report that the Estate had agreed to increase the annual contribution to village maintenance to £1000 pa. He also thanked the Village Hall for their contribution to the maintenance fund which would be directed primarily at maintaining the car park areas.
a. 2025 saw the completion of the Fencing Project with great support from the community. Against an original budget of £3,970 the Estate agreed to contribute £3,500. The final cost (which allows for some spares and enough materials for the VH steps) came in at £3,400.26.
The Estate are very happy with the outcome and pleased we managed to get support from UU for the gravel. They are now using the Peckforton ‘experience’ as a model for other communities they are involved with as an example of what can be achieved through working together.
b. Sheds on QB – The shed at the end has now been let to one of the residents of QB and I understand they are planning to use this to store a classic car.  Whilst we understand the planned refurbishment is sympathetic to maintaining the appearance of the sheds ‘as is’, the Estate have been asked to ensure that there are no issues from CE Planning in relation to the proposed refurbishment.
c. Gravel Mound – Following the completion of the United Utilities program, gravel used for the access roads was offered up to farmers for their retention. This has lead to storage of some gravel adjacent to The Barns development on Peckforton Hall Lane. A number of concerns have been raised by the residents of The Barns primarily relating to: -
i. Visual impact
ii. Nature/classification of the waste and whether it meets the farm’s environmental permit?
iii. How long it can be stored without use?
iv. It does not sit with United Utilities commitment to minimise the impact on trees, hedgerows and the environment
After approaches from the community through the Parish we were initially informed by the Estate it would be gone by end June. However subsequent to this the Estate has come back to us asking if it would be acceptable for the mound to remain in place but be reduced in scale. We have requested more information on the environmental question (the classification of the waste, and whether this does necessitate it be gone within 12 months), and subject to this,  we will discuss with the community the option of reducing the mound to approx. 1/3rd it’s current height as a workable solution for all.
d. Tree Replanting – The Chair reported that he continues to push for the trees that have not survived be replaced and that better maintenance (weeding and Hooking) is carried out.
3. Improving the Local Environment – The Chair noted a number of areas where the local environment had been improved. Most notably: -
a. The Carpark area with the completion of the fencing and the securing from United Utilities of the gravel to lay in the parking areas.  He thanked all those who had been involved in the different work parties to complete the fencing and also a note of thanks was recorded to United Utilities. Where they originally offered to use some of the gravel from the in-roads, this was deemed unsuitable as it is too big and could damage cars. After discussion, UU agreed to fund ‘fresh gravel’ for the community, delivering 50 (+) tons and committing two people to work for two days to spread it.
b. The chair also reported that the general maintenance programe to keep village areas tidy (grass cutting, maintenance of the village green, hedge cutting…) was going well with Stuart Murphy doing a great job for us.
c. Other items
i. Elephant and Castle.   The owners are still awaiting contact from Cheshire East about planning clearance for the repairs.  The Chair has contacted James Pearson to see if he can get some answers from CE Planning. 
The plan is to move the statue further down Alison’s garden and a Stonemason hs been identified to do the work. The plan is to dismantle the castle structure (numbering the pieces as he goes). These will then be placed in storage whilst the main elephant structure is moved. The castle will then be refurbished/reconstructed on top of the elephant once it has been re-sited. 
It has been suggested at the last meeting that we should have a village event to mark the re-siting of the Elephant. His has been run past Alison and she is supportive.
ii. Shepherds Hut on Hill Lane The Clerk has received the very helpful assurances below from the owners of the new shepherds hut on Hill Lane as follows: -
a. The shepherd's hut in the garden is exclusively for personal use incidental to the enjoyment of the main dwelling.
b. It is not intended that the hut will be used for commercial purposes.
c. It is not intended that the hut will be used as a permanent residence.
d. The hut is located to the rear of the main dwelling as required by the permitted development regulations. 
e. The size of the hut is within the specifications prescribed by the permitted development regulations.
f. The hut is not located within the village conservation area.
				If any members of the parish have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact 
 				the Clerk, who will pass them on.
d. Village Litter Pick/Tidy Up – The Chair expressed thanks to the +/- 24 people who turned out to help with the village ‘tidy up. He commented on just what can be achieved in just 2 hours.
i. The Village Bench was leaned down a varnished
Painting of the direction sign at the bottom of PHL
ii. Letter picks in all directions from the Village Green
iii. Paths from Rock Cottage to the Village Green
iv. Grass strimming/cutting
v. Carpark maintenance
vi. Bacon butties just topped it off!

 It was agreed we should schedule another such event in the Autumn.

4. United Utilities – The program of works as it relates to Peckforton is broadly complete with recent emphasis on reinstatement. Overall a positive experience for the village with minimal interruption and a lot of financial support form initially the Buzzard and more recently the gravel to the Car Park.
5. Other Village Matters
i. Village Christmas Tree – The Chair extended thanks to Claire and Paul for their help in sourcing the village tree and to Nick, Colin Mark and Stuart for their help putting it up.
ii. Peckforton Castle – The Chair commented on the very positive meeting(s) he has held with Steve Cropper, Manager at the Castle in relation to the litter issues along Stonehouse and Peckforton Hall Lanes. Staff joined in the ‘litter pick’ and the cattle also donated the bacon for the bacon butties afterwards. – Thanks were recorded.
iii. Police Community Support Officer PCO Update – The chair confirmed that we will be retaining our PCSO albeit she will have an extended area of responsibility that takes in Nantwich town centre. This will impact the time she has available for the rural matters. In theory we should be seeing a greater presence of regular police in the area to offset this.
iv. Parish Funds – The Chair was pleased to report that Parish Funds had increased by approx £1500.00 over the year. This increase is largely due to the immense support from the community to help out with many of the above initiatives. The target is to get buffer roughly equal to the Annual grant from Cheshire East which is c £3,500.

6. To receive the Clerk’s report, including any planning matters that come to hand. No further items had come to hand, the Clerk referred the meeting to the financial matters discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting.
7. The Chairman of the Parish Meeting will give an opportunity for members of the public to bring matters of     interest to the meeting.  Please note that any such matters will be dealt with under the provisions of the Parish Meeting’s Standing Orders adopted on 15th July 2021. Mike Watson asked about the Parish Meeting considering putting a plaque on the historic tree in front of the Castle, it was agreed to consider this.
8. There being no other business the meeting closed at 20:10
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